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November 13, 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


SUBJECT: 


National Intelligence Officer for Southeast Asia 
Central Intelligence Agency 

* 

Intelligence Appraisal for NSSM 213 


We have reviewed the initial draft of the Intelligence Appraisal for 
NSSM 213 and find that in some areas it does not provide enough infor- 
mation for the preparation of Fart II (Assistance Programs Review). 

It should be borne in mind that the purpose of NSSM 213 is: 

1* To exa mi ne the effectiveness of current military and economic 
assistance policy and programs* 

2. To propose options for aid programs for the next five years 
based on the policy assumption of continued U. S. support 
for an independent, non- Communist Republic of Vietnam 
with minimum losses of territory under GVN control. 

It is not our intention to influence the outcome' of the study; however; we 
believe that those preparing Part II should have answers to the following 
questions: ; 
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equipment and ;m«mpower) in a major offensive —(assuming aid levels at 
the $1 billion or $700 million, U. S. combat air support or none?y 
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hfurther serious erosion of the GVN 


/WT 5. What does the Appraisal mean by "a symbolic use of U. S. 

combat airpower" (para 23)? 
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7f . 6 * According to a number of intelligence reports, Hanoi's immediate 

Q\i goal is to- force the GVN into a coalition. What level of military force would 
accomplish this (if at all) ? jllow wouldsuch a result affect our aid levels ?^7 

•/ « 1 \ . H ° W would tbe station in Vietnam (and our aid requirements) be 

t> V affected by a Communist victory in Cambodia? How would Hanoi's use of 
Kompong Som Port affect resupply of^its forces in MR-4? 

®* * n P ara ^ of the Appraisal: What "recent campaign goals" have 

the Communists achieved? What strategic territories have they seized 
and when? 

tyMfillfl 

9. In para 9 of the Appraisal, all but CIA believe the Communists 
would emerge from a limited campaign in a "significantly stronger position." 
What does this mean specifically ? (e. g. , how^t&ritory and population 
would be lost?) What would be required to prevent such a result (e. g. , 

U.S. aid levels)? How would such a result affect U.S. aid requirements? 

to* 10 * What aid leVels are required to prevent decline in RVNAF 

effectiveness? (See para 24) 
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What is meant by a "further significant decline" in para 25? 

What Communist force levels in SVN are projected by the end ? ‘ 

Do we really know enough about Soviet-Chines e military deliveries 

1 6-19) If not , s houldn ' t thi s be s tated ? 
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If Thieu is ousted, how great are the -chances of accommodation 

is ambivalent on this. ) 
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15. Shouldn't the Appraisal consider the GVN's rapid movement VVV-'VVV 
(in two years) to current self-sufficiency in rice and sugar -- and the 
potential for exporting both in two years? - VV’ 


16. How were oil earnings figures in para 35 reached? (Signature 
bonuses for oil leases in the past year were this high.) What has been 
the Indonesian experience? (GVN-exploited oil formations are reportedly, 
similar. ) 


17. How will significant proven oil/natural gas reserves affect the 
GVN's credit rating prior to commercial production? 

18. Has GVN potential for reducing imports and increasing exports 
been fully explored? 


19. Has the Appraisal fully considered the advantages of being an 
oil and food exporter in terms of projected worldwide demands for both? 


20. What will be the impact of the GVN's shouldering more of the 
economic impact of the war? 
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21. How would projected Communist military activities affect the *S « 
economic scene. (This question was also posed under the military categor 
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William L. Stearman 
Staff Member 
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